
Dimensional Fund Advisors manages 

over $10 billion* in defined contribution 

assets. Our funds are offered by more 

than six hundred defined contribution 

plan sponsors.

Dimensional Fund Advisors offers an array of investment strategies appropriate for the long-term 
investment horizons of defined contribution plans. We apply the same investment philosophy to the 
defined contribution market that has made us a leading manager of other institutional assets.

Our scientific approach provides specific benefits for plan sponsors and participants:

•  Broad diversification within each fund increases the likelihood of earning market rates of return.

•  State-of-the-art portfolio design and smart trading can add value over conventional benchmarks.

•  Careful adherence to fund mandates minimizes style drift, making our funds particularly 
appropriate in forming an asset allocation portfolio.

•  Our institutionally priced portfolios carry some of the lowest expense ratios in the industry.

Asset allocation and fee transparency are becoming increasingly 
common in defined contribution plans. We applaud these trends as 
they are likely to result in more appropriate participant investment 
decisions. We believe:

OUR VIEW

•  Plan sponsors should offer participants funds that reliably deliver 
asset class returns and thus can be used as building blocks for 
asset allocation investing.

•  Given the body of evidence suggesting active managers do not 
outperform the market over time, plan sponsors, as fiduciaries, 
should provide a menu of low-fee, broadly diversified  
investment options.

•  Plan sponsors should offer investments with low fee structures, 
since lower fees always benefit participants.

Dimensional supports fee transparency in defined contribution 
plans. Plan sponsors should work with their providers to understand 
the fee structure in their plans.

Dimensional Fund Advisors can 

work with you to design a defined 

contribution plan investment menu 

that is consistent with these views.

A SCIENTIFIC APPROACH
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Dimensional offers a full range of strategies appropriate for defined contribution plans:

A FUNDAMENTALLY DIFFERENT APPROACH FOR DEFINED CONTRIBUTION PLANS

Active managers focus on picking individual stocks while index managers strive to replicate arbitrary benchmarks. 
Dimensional chooses a different path. We structure our strategies based on scientific evidence that documents  
rewards for taking certain risks. Each Dimensional strategy provides broadly diversified, yet focused exposure to  
those asset classes that have historically provided higher expected returns.

Whether used to construct an entire menu or to complement other investment options, Dimensional funds can play 
an important role in defined contribution plan investing.

Dimensional Fund Advisors is an investment advisor registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission. Consider the investment 
objectives, risks, and charges and expenses of the Dimensional funds carefully before investing. For this and other information about the 
Dimensional funds, please read the prospectus carefully before investing. Prospectuses are available by calling Dimensional Fund Advisors  
collect at (310) 395-8005; on the Internet at www.dimensional.com; or, by mail, DFA Securities Inc., c/o Dimensional Fund Advisors, 
1299 Ocean Avenue, Santa Monica, CA 90401. Dimensional funds are distributed by DFA Securities Inc.
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